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Congratulations to the City   
of Stanton and Mamrelund   
Lutheran Church for their 
first 150 years, 1870-2020! 
And, sadly, all of us are caught in a time of 
change. 

Stanton’s 150 Homecoming committee has had 
to postpone the 150th anniversary celebration 
from July of this year to July 8-11, 2021 due to the 
coronavirus uncertainty and global tragedy. We 
must act responsibly and protect our community 
as best we know how. Since this year’s virus story 
isn’t over just yet, its best to limit our community 
and social togetherness. Be safe!  

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Cancellations and  
Postponement 
Our 2020 annual meeting was cancelled for 
April 18th.  

The Skona Maj male singers should have sung            
a cappella in the streets of Stanton on April 30 
but were cancelled for this year. If you would 
like to listen to the song sung by Swedes who are 
as Swedish as we are, look up Skona Maj singers 
on YouTube. There are male college groups,   
older male groups (who look and sound like us) 
and even coed groups. It’s a beautiful song for 
any time of year. Our next time to sing together 
will be at Santa Lucia in December. 

Following the lead of Stanton Schools to close for 
the rest of the year, our Swedish School is       
cancelled for June 2020. This year’s                
mid-summer celebration is also cancelled.  

Homecoming 150 is postponed to July 8-11, 2021!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Unknown or forgotten history: the 1918-19 
Influenza Pandemic 

Below is list of Stanton Call articles, Oct. 1918—Sept. 1919 
that tell how the Stanton area was affected by the flu. 
The people named either lived here or had Stanton  
connections. We honor them by simply knowing their 
names and a small part of their story. There is no       
conclusion at the article’s end.   

Most of our ancestors lived through the flu in 1918.      
Unfortunately, there were deaths. By October the town 
council had established a Board of Health. Stanton’s 
physician and surgeon, Dr. Frank Arthur Yoakam was 
appointed as the town’s health officer. Frankfort and 
Scott Townships had their own board of health.  

“The Board of Health met on Saturday and passed a 
resolution which virtually closed up everything of a  
public nature. As a result of this action there were no 
services held in the churches Sunday and no school is  
being held this week. A ban has also been placed on  
social affairs, in fact, everything has been ordered closed 
where crowds congregate. As yet we have no cases of 
the Spanish influenza in town and but very few in the 
country. The various towns, however, in this section of 
the county have had to deal with it and many deaths 
have resulted.”     Oct. 17, 1918 p. 1. 

“Spanish Flu at Villisca.  Villisca is in the grip of the 
Spanish influenza. Last week’s review stated that there 
were sixty-seven cases of the epidemic. The schools, 
churches and all gatherings of a public nature have 
been forbidden until there’s a relaxation of the malady.” 
     Oct. 17, p. 1. 

“No Sale Saturday. On account of the state order to 
close up everything to prevent the spread of the influen-
za, there will be no sale held by the Stanton Auction 
Company. The town of Stanton is trying to live up to the 
requirements of this order and no meetings of any kind 
are being held. There will be no public sales in this vicini-
ty until the order has been rescinded.” Oct. 24, p. 1. 

“Eleven members in one family all ill with the “flu” is the 
record of a Tabor family. One died from the malady but 
not one of the family was able to attend the funeral.”     
     Oct. 24, p. 8. 

“The Quarantine to be Lifted. The Board of Health 
met today and decided that it would be practical to lift 

the quarantine next Monday, Nov. 4, at 8 am. The     
influenza situation here is very favorable and the four  
cases in town are on the road to recovery. This disease is 
not be scoffed at, rather it should be avoided. People 
must take care of themselves and also be very careful 
not to sneeze or cough while near other persons. By   
exercising extreme precautions it may be that the      
disease in Stanton will not get a chance to spread and 
all danger of catching it will be eradicated.” Oct. 31, p. 1.  

Albert Emanuel Benson died Nov. 13, 1918 at his 
parent’s home following an attack of the Spanish       
influenza. He was 29 years old and unmarried. His    
parents were John and Ottilia (Johnson) Benson. He 
moved with them to Red Oak in Dec. 1913. Interment 
was the Mission Cemetery northeast of Stanton.         
     Nov. 13, p. 1. 

“Everything Closed Up in Stanton and Strictest 
Precautions Being Taken Here.  The Spanish       
influenza has again broken into Stanton. Two new cases 
have been reported since our last issue. This applies to 
the town of Stanton only. The community north of  
Stanton has numerous cases and two of them proved 
fatal this week.”                                      Nov. 21, p. 1. 

“Mr. and Mrs. Leonard J. Sweet died of pneumonia    
following an attack of the flu. They lived east of Wallin. 
Mrs. Sweet, age 27 died on Nov. 17, and her husband age 
28 died 3 days later. They left a 7-year-old daughter 
and a 4-year old son. They had recently moved here 
from Woodbine, Iowa. Their bodies were shipped back 
to Woodbine for interment.”  Nov. 21, p. 1. 

“The town cases in Stanton are Dr. C.T. Hays (dentist) 
and Miss Beatrice Middleton, the latter being assistant 
principal of our high school. The homes were placarded 
to warn the public of the danger and consequently no 
other cases have been reported. The quarantine on the 
public meetings, schools, etc., will continue to be in force 
until the contagion has been entirely eliminated from 
our city.”                                                   Nov. 21, p. 1. 

”Resolved, that all public meetings such as churches, 
schools, theatres, lodges and public sales may be opened 
on or after December 1st, 1918, provided that all persons 
attending any of these public meetings or churches or 
schools shall wear a regulation gauze mask while       
attending such public meeting, church or school. Said 
masks should be secured through the local Red Cross.”   
     Nov. 28, p. 1. 

 



Frank Oscar Peterson, (photo below) age 40, died  
on Jan. 4. 1919 of pneumonia brought about by the 
Spanish influenza. “The ravages of that plague has    
added another victim to its already too long list.” Frank 
Oscar Peterson was born on May 6, 1878, on the old 
home place 2 1/2 miles southwest of Stanton. He was 
married to Anna Newman, Dec. 26, 1906, at the        
Lutheran parsonage in Stanton. To this union were born 
six children, three boys and three girls, who with their   
mother survive to mourn the loss of a kind and          
indulgent father and husband. The funeral was held 
Wed. afternoon at the home at 1:30 pm. On account of 
the nature of his demise the services were conducted in 
the open (outdoors) by Rev. O.A. Elmquist. Interment 
was made in Mamre Cemetery.  Jan. 9, 1919, p. 1.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few days before Frank Peterson’s death the Stanton 
Board of Health met and removed the quarantine in 
town. “the board gave as the reason for removing the 
restriction that this community seems to be entirely free 
from the plague. There are no cases in town or around 
so they thought if people would take precaution to    
cover up all coughs and sneezes that probably things 
can go on as formerly without any great degree of   
danger.”      Jan. 9, p. 1. 

Myrtle Swanson, age 24, died of influenza Jan. 29, 1919 
in Wamego, Kansas. Parents were Wallace and Anna 
Marie (Olson) Swanson. She grew up in the Stanton area 
until she and her parents moved to Randolph, Kansas in 
1911. Jacob Olson was her grandfather. “It was just       
recently that she graduated as a nurse from a school in 
Oregon and was at her home in Kansas on a visit.”     
Funeral services were held outside by Rev. O. A. 
Elmquist at the Jacob Olson home with interment at the 
Mamrelund Cemetery.      Jan. 30, p. 1. 

“No More Saturday School, Pupils and Faculty work-
ing Hard to Make up for Time Lost by Flu Quarantine.”                 
     Jan. 30, p. 1. 

Ellis Victor Johan Levine, age 8 months, died  on 
March 6, 1919 of pneumonia linked to the flu. He was 
born July 3, 1918 to Carl and Hilda Levine. Burial at 
Mamre Cemetery.     March 6, p. 3.     

Virginia Elenora Lucille Anderson, age 8 months, 
died March 10, 1919. She was the daughter of Alfred D. 

and Hanna Marie (Wigstone) Anderson. The cause of  
death was pneumonia following the flu. Her sister was 
Bernice and brothers were Marion and Kenneth.  A    
private, home service was given by Rev. Elmquist.      
     March 13, p. 1. 

“Flu Breaks Out Here.  Twenty-three homes now 
have the quarantine placard on their door.  Last    
Thursday was “Flu Day” in Stanton. Nine homes were 
quarantined that evening by the board of health       
because of  members of the family having contracted 
the disease. The board of health met last Thursday  
evening and as a result all businesses, schools, churches 
and public gatherings have been forbidden until the  
situation can be controlled.”         March 13, p. 1.  

“The Sale was Postponed.  The big annual, wind-up 
sale of the Stanton Auction company billed for last    
Saturday had to be postponed owing to the quarantine. 
Much preparation had been made for the sale and a 
large list of horses, cattle, hogs, machinery, etc. had been 
scheduled to be sold. This was quite a disappointment to 
everyone, but it simply could not be helped. Just when 
the sale will be held depends wholly upon the flu       
situation.”    March 13, p. 1.  

“Flu Ban has been Lifted. The board of health met 
Thursday eve and lifted the ban due to the presence of 
influenza. No new cases had developed recently and 
with the situation safely in hand the board thought they 
would be justified in lifting the ban. The order took     
effect immediately so it was possible for the Auction   
Company to hold their sale Saturday, churches opened 
for services and school convened Monday.”   April 3, p. 1. 

Six-month old Willard Irwin McFarland died of the 
flu, April 22, 1919, son of William and June (Miller) 
McFarland. Rev. Olof Haus Miller of Tabor Lutheran 
Church conducted the funeral service in the church and 
interment at Tabor cemetery.       April 24, p. 1. 

Jacob Edward Swanson, husband of Mrs. Anna Esther 
(Sundberg) Swanson of Essex and son of Mrs. Alfred 
(Edna) Swanson of Stanton passed away last night, 
Sept. 10, 1919, at his home.  Last winter Mr. Swanson  
contracted the flu. He leaves his wife and one son, his 
mother, five brothers and sisters besides a large number 
of friends to mourn his untimely departure. Funeral   
services will be held Sunday afternoon at the Lutheran 
Church in Stanton and interred in Mamre Cemetery.   
     Sept. 11, p. 1.    

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

.   



Thanks to Don Hicks for doing most if not all of 
the needed outdoor painting on the school house, storage 
shed and trim on Old Main. Looks great! 

Gift shop Whenever it’s safe again to be making social 

contacts you might want to consider purchasing a metal, 
outdoors Dala horse at our gift shop. They are made to be 
staked in your lawn and will identify you as someone who 
thinks Swedish. Available to buy at the gift shop for $55. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1970 Centennial Committee members 

were (front from left), John Carlson, Marian Sellergren, Jim 
Grotenhuis, (back) Harold Rossander, Herb Honette, Bob 
Johnson, Paul Olson.   

June 2019’s Swedish School students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need your info!  We can reduce some of our   
mailing expenses by sending newsletters to you by email. 
An added benefit is that it would be in color! May we have 
your email? If you’re willing, please include your email    
address when you  send in your yearly  membership       
contribution, or send a separate email to shcc@myfmtc.com 
with your name and info.  

Memberships! 
If you have not paid your 2020 membership, now is the 
time!  Memberships and donations pay the maintenance, 
utility and project expenses.  Thanks! 

Yes! I support the Swedish Heritage and Cultural Center 
with my 2020 membership contributions!. 

Individual membership $10                                                
Individual and spouse membership   $20                     
Bronze contributing membership     $50                           
Silver contributing membership     $100                            
Gold contributing membership     $200                           
Platinum contributing membership    $500                     
Benefactor contributing membership   $1000                  
Corporate contributing membership  $5000 

Amount: __________________ 

Names to be listed as members: __________________ 

________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Another option: Donation, Memorial or Endowment in 
memory of:  ________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Amount: __________________ 



Stanton Homecoming 2020 Update 
The 2020 Stanton Homecoming 150th Anniversary Celebration has been postponed due to the coronavirus. The           
celebration originally scheduled for July 9-12, 2020, will now take place July 8-11, 2021 out of caution.  The celebration will  
kick off with a car show on Thursday, stage show  and DJ on Friday, live entertainment on Saturday and church services 
on Sunday plus much more throughout the weekend. For those who have registered, those registrations will roll over to 
2021. For questions, contact Jenna Ramsey at (712)829-7340 or jramsey@fmtcnet.com.  Jenna Ramsey, Stanton           
Community Development Director, Office: (712) 829-7340.  

Stanton Community Updates 
City of Stanton Awards - The City of Stanton has been notified of receiving three awards over the last month. The 
DNR Trees for Kids Grant is for 27 trees near the Danny Anderson Baseball Field and Greenbelt Walking Trail. The     
timeline of this is pending due to COVID-19. Also, congratulations to Viking Lake State Park for receiving this award as 
well!  The City of Stanton has been awarded a Paint Iowa Beautiful grant to paint a mural on the north side of the old 
Wistrom Oil building and other potential projects. Again, the timeline of this is pending due to COVID-19. The City of 
Stanton has been awarded $12000 from the Montgomery County foundation for its Downtown Façade Renovation    
Project. A big “Thank You” to these organizations for helping grow the Stanton Community! 

Varfest - The Stanton Chamber of Commerce has decided to hold off on the annual Varfest Celebration until Fall.  

Downtown Facade Renovation - The City of Stanton has chosen Curtis Architecture of Ottumwa, Iowa to design 
the downtown façade. Currently, $42,000 has been raised for this project. There is not an exact amount defined yet for a 
fundraising goal, but it will be well over $100,000. If you or someone you know may be interested in donating, donations 
can be made to the Stanton Community Foundation and checks dropped off or mailed to Great Western Bank, 401 
Broad Ave, Stanton, Iowa, 51573.  

Stanton Community Foundation - There is a new way to leave a legacy in Stanton today, the Stanton         
Community Foundation. The Foundation is committed to the economic vitality by identifying, developing and funding 
projects that will provide a sustainable future for the community. If you are looking for a way for your stimulus chuck to 
make a difference, this is a great opportunity. Donations can go toward any goal of your choosing but two specific      
projects going on are the COVID-19 Relief Fund and the Downtown Façade Renovation Project. The COVID-19 Relief 
Fund goes to food pantries and families that may be hit hard during this time. Again, if you or someone you know may 
be interested in donating, donations can be made to the Stanton Community Foundation and checks dropped off or 
mailed to Great Western Bank in Stanton.  

Ways to Stay Up to Date - We all know things are always changing! For the most up-to-date information on  
Stanton, check out www.stantoniowa.com, city of Stanton, Iowa Facebook page, and Stanton Friends Facebook page.  
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Directors:  Carroll Peterson (President), Paul Olson (VP)  Garnet Requist (Treasurer), Chris Nelson 

(Secretary), Sheila Mainquist, Bev Palmquist, John Sellergren, Mike Lundgren (Editor) 

                            Memberships, Donations & Memorials (Jan.-April 2020) 

Individual:  Venita Edie, Relda Hultquist, Millie Newman.           . 

Individual and spouse:  Marvin Adolphson, Carol & Robert Ammerman, Doug & Leanna Darnold, Sharon & Kent 
Goldsmith, Dennis & Denise Hammer, Brian & Kari Hartstack Gary & Rhoda Hartstack, Steve & Arlene Johnson, Tom 
& Donna Johnson, Bob & Julie Kixmiller, Jeff & Tammy Magneson, Chris & Barb Nelson, Lucille Ranniger, David & 
Julie Sellergren, Carlyle & Sharon Smith, Brian & Andrea Swank, Vicky Swanson Walters, Joanne Wegler.           

Bronze: Jacque Bates, Darlien Johnson, Kit & Carolyn Johnson, Paul & Kathryn Lass, Peter & Pamela Lundholm, 
Lynn & Nancy (Quist) Mulherin, Wade & Helen Newman, John R. Olson, Klint Requist.          

Silver:  Dennis & Jennifer Burke, Donna Falk, Anne Hallquist, Daryl Hallquist, Bob & Karen Henderson, Mary Lee & 
Dennis Killion, Rogene LeNeveu, E. Leland & Mary Lou Lindberg, John & Greta McCarthy, Paul & Harriet Olson, 
Don. C. & Kay Peterson, L. C. Peterson Farm, Harry & Victoria Rossander, Robert & Sandra  Rossander, Steve & 
Stephanie Schaben, Sara Worm.         

Gold:  Jim Hicks, Mike & Gaye Lundgren.            

Platinum:  David Mollenhoff, Jason Lantz.         

Benefactor:  Bonnie Erickson Hanson, John Schultz.  

Memorials:  Carol & Robert Ammerman in memory of Dave and Dorothy Sholeen, Venita Edie in memory of Lester & 
Laura Anderson and Barbara England Swift, Bonnie Erickson Hanson in memory of Daryl Erickson and Wesley & 
Gladys Erickson, Sharon & Kent Goldsmith in memory of Dennis Benskin, Rogene LeNeveu in memory of Lyman and 
Florence Anderson, Lynn & Nancy Mulherin in memory of Harlan Quist, Millie Newman in memory of Don Lindell, 
Gaylen Ranniger in memory of Lucille Veseen Ranniger, Sara Worm in memory of  Barbara (England) Swift and Susan 
Ossian. 

Endowment:  John Schultz in memory of Grace Schultz.  

* Our apologies for leaving names off the 2019 list of donations. They are:(1) Faith Grotenhuis Estate (Benefactor  
level), (2) Jim Grotenhuis (Benefactor), (3) John & Judy Honette (Bronze), and (4) Sara Worm (Silver). Thanks!  
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