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Swedish School, June 11-15, 2018 

We had another great year with 21 children enrolled. 
Many were first year students and several came from 
as far away as Atlantic, New Market and Omaha. 
Many volunteers made the week go smoothly. Ett 
tusen tack (a thousand thanks) to Diane and Chris 
Campbell, John Mainquist, Sheila Mainquist, Jonas 
Borg, Katie Hart, Marleen Kennon, Sally Stoakes, 
Cheryl Case, Harriet Olson, Jenny Buttercase, Jeanie 
Fritscher and, of course Yvonne Johnson!  

Ett Tusen Tack to last year’s Stanton 5th grade 
class and their teacher John Mainquist. In May 2018, 
John included as a class outing planting flowering 
plants in the containers near the east entrance to the 
History Center. (Sorry, no photo available.)  

       
Swedish Supper - Nov. 17, 5 pm (Sat.)    
Lutfisk and pickled herring are among the foods that 
might test your Scandinavian roots! The Swedish meal 
begins at the Heritage Center with Swedish meat-
balls, pickled herring, cheese, crisp bread, lingonber-
ries and glogg. The main course will be served at the 
Senior Citizens’ Center downtown (ham, creamed 
lutfisk over mashed potatoes, brown beans, rye 
bread, ostkaka) prepared by Cathy Hart. Cost of the 
meal is just $12. Don’t miss this opportunity to usher in 
the Holiday Season with these Swedish foods! 

Santa Lucia Festival  - Saturday, Dec. 8, Stan-
ton High School, 7 pm.  All you Skona Maj singers, 
please come to the music room by 6:45 pm for re-
hearsal.  

Landscaping Project - This summer the Board 
sought professional advice to come up with a plan for 
a wheelchair accessible ramp and stairs. The board is 
in the process of selecting a plan and will have a dol-
lar amount once that’s done. Any of the possibilities 
(which include a straight approach to the asphalt 
pad or a landscaped approach that zigs-and-zags 
around a maple tree) include a lot of cement or fill. It 
will provide access from the main building to the level 
of the water tower (a 3-4 foot elevation change). Vis-
itors and members who wish to view the “World’s 
Largest Swedish Coffee Pot” up close will be able to 
do so in a dignified way. We will be in need of funds 
for these additional expenditures. 

           

   The only ones you should try to  

      get even with are those who   

    have helped you along the way.     

       - 1874 Farmers’ Almanac 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Pioneer Profile: End of WW I - Celebration 
and tragedy 

During World War I many young men and women from 
the Stanton area were in the armed services or the Red 
Cross. Four of these young men died during the war and 
are remembered yearly through American Legion pro-
grams in Stanton. The below is from the Nov. 14, 1918, 
Stanton Call newspaper. It gives a glimpse of  what it 
was like in Stanton as the war ended, Nov. 11, 1918.  

“Monday was a day of rejoicing in Stanton as well as 
throughout the nation and world. It was on that day 
that our president officially announced “we have met 
the enemy and they are ours”  Germany has signed the 
armistice and now the whole world is at  peace again. 
The word was learned here at 2:00 o’clock a.m., and as 
soon as it could be corroborated the bells began to ring 
and practically everyone in Stanton and the surrounding 
country knew that the war was over. Naturally the joy 
of each person was almost unspeakable and every de-
vise known for noise making was brought into action. “                               

“Early in the morning the Commercial Club met and 
hastily arranged for a fitting program to be held during 
the afternoon and evening. There was hardly time for 
anything elaborate but just the same the program of 
the day proved to be very enjoyable. The accident, 
whereby Elbridge Boellert met with death during the 
parade in the evening, so saddened our people that the 
evening program and even the whole day’s program 
lost its joyfulness and goodness.”  

“The festivities began in the evening at 7:30 o’clock p.m. 
Another parade, very similar to the one in the after-
noon, was the opening event. Quite a number of old 
brooms had been commandeered and soaked in kero-
sene. They were lighted for the parade and made a very 
pretty scene. The parade made two rounds of Main 

Street and then went to the Lofgren pasture where a big 
bonfire had been promised. The large pile of boxes, etc., 
was ignited and while it was burning the band rendered 
several numbers of the patriotic nature. Fireworks were 
in evidence also. About this time the news of the trage-
dy, which had occurred early in the evening, was spread 
and all at once a cloud of gloom was cast over all the 
revelers.  Festivities at once ceased and all immediately 
went home with sorrowful hearts. Thus ended the day to 
which we had all been looking forward to with hopeful 
and prayerful hearts.”  

“Coroner Walter Sellergren held an inquest the same 
evening and three witnesses were examined. The first 
was Wallace Danielson, son of Mrs. Alma Danielson. He 
was about three feet behind Elbridge when he heard a 
report in his ears and saw him fall, giving two moans as 
he did so. He did not know who fired the shot, however. 
The next witness was David E. Danbom, who was in the 
parade and the first one to see who it was. He assisted 
Dr. Yoakam lift the body into the former’s car. Lawrence 
Blade, a playmate of Elbridge’s and who with Maurice 
Requist, was with him at the time it happened. He stat-
ed that they were on their way to the Lofgren pasture 
where the bonfire was to be held and when just opposite 
the  well on Main Street they all turned around and 
started back up the street. As they did so a horseman 
was close to them. He and Maurice ran down the em-
bankment to escape being run over and when he got 
back  onto the sidewalk he found Elbridge lying there. 
He at once shouted for help but he did not know who 
had fired the shot. After listening to the testimony the 
jurors, E. M. Coppage, A.W. Tiren and A.L. Anderson de-
cided that Elbridge Boellert had come to his death acci-
dently from a shotgun in the hands of an unknown par-
ty.”  

“Elbridge was one of the community’s finest little boys. 
He was quiet, industrious, likeable and was on friendly 
terms with everyone who knew him. That he should be 
thus picked out to meet an untimely death on this great 
day, is more than the human mind can fathom. It was 
not his disposition to be forward and the accident can-
not be attributed to any fault of his, as he was on  the 
sidewalk and not in the street as many have been lead 
to believe.” 

Elbridge Boellert, born Nov. 9, 1905—Nov. 11, 1918, was 
the son of George and Beata (Beda) Boellert. Beda was 
a daughter of Rev. Bengt Magnus and Hanna Halland. 
Elbridge is buried in the Halland plot in Mamrelund 
Cemetery, Stanton.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ioway Indian Painting and Display 

The Ioway Indians were here long before European trap-
pers or settlers came into this area. Early Swedish settlers 
would have met them. Settlers would’ve likely found ar-
rowheads and traces of Indian existence. One of the Ioway 
chiefs, Chief White Cloud was influential in convincing the 
tribe to live peaceably with the white settlers who were 
coming in large numbers during the 1800’s.  

This display is open, but we need your help. We’re in need 
of Indian artifacts found in the Stanton area. Some of these 
might be arrowheads, axes, spear points, a piece of pottery. 
These items can be loaned to the Center or donated. For 
more information, please call or contact Ross Rossander, PO 
Box 295, Stanton, IA 51573, (712) 542-0187. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dala Horses!   Members and friends of the History Cen-
ter are encouraged to display a Dala Horse on or by their 
house in anticipation of the 2020 150th Stanton anniver-
sary celebration and class reunion. If you are in need of a 
new Dala horse, $40 will buy a hand painted one (by a 
true Swede) with your family name!      

2018 Closing  -  The History Center’s regular open hours 
are Wednesday thru Saturday, 1– 4 pm. The last regular 
day to be open for 2018 will be Saturday, October 13th. We 
will reopen again in April 2019. If you would like to visit 
some other time, please call # (712) 621-2027.   

  

    Fear less, hope more, eat less, chew more,              
      whine less, breathe more, talk less,              
         say more, hate less, love more,                
          and good things will be yours.           
    - Scandinavian Proverb 

 

      

We need your info!     

We can reduce some of our mailing expenses by sending 
newsletters to you by email. An added benefit is that it 
would be in color! May we have your email? If you’re will-
ing, please include your email address when you  send in 
your yearly  membership contribution, or send a separate 
email to shcc@myfmtc.com with your name and info.  

Memberships! 

If you have not paid your 2018 membership, now is the 
time!  Memberships and donations pay the maintenance, 
utility and project expenses.  Thanks! 

Yes! I support the Swedish Heritage and Cultural Center 
with my 2018 membership contributions!. 

Individual membership $10                                                
Individual and spouse membership   $20                     
Bronze contributing membership     $50                           
Silver contributing membership     $100                            
Gold contributing membership     $200                           
Platinum contributing membership    $500                     
Benefactor contributing membership   $1000                  
Corporate contributing membership  $5000 

Amount: __________________ 

Names to be listed as members: __________________ 

________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Another option: Donation, Memorial or Endowment in 
memory of:  ________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Amount: __________________ 



Stanton Historical Society 
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Stanton, Iowa 51573 
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Directors:  Carroll Peterson (President), Paul Olson (VP)  Garnet Requist (Treasurer), Chris Nelson 

(Secretary), Sheila Mainquist, Bev Palmquist, John Sellergren, Mike Lundgren 

            2018 Memberships/Donations (January—August) 

Marvin Adolphson, Robert C & Maurine Allen, Jim Anderson, Mickey & Marla Anderson, Robert C. and Jean Anderson, Rob-
ert G. Anderson, Carolyn Ballard, Brian Bates, James Bauer, Robert L. Bergstrom, Jonas & Sandy Borg, Sheryl & Jim Bowen, 
Ellen Boydston, Darrel C Bryant, Dennis & Jennifer Burke, Joan S. Carnaby, Harold and Georgia Clark, Wanda Cooper, 
Bruce & Mary Coulman, Lavon & Martha Dahlstorm, Doug & Leanna Darnold, Conni Delinger, Leon C. & Jean Duggar, 
Shirley Ellingson, Ronald D. Erickson, Robert & Martha Estes, Duane & Donna Falk, Sharon & Greg Freeman, Jean A 
Fritscher, Kent & Sharon Goldsmith, Gary R Goodmote, Allen J. Hall, Daryl & Anne Hallquist, Bonnie Hanson, Delaine & 
Evie Hanson, Darwin Hanson, Gary & Rhoda Hartstack, Mary Haubold, Jim Hicks, Sarah Hite, Relda Hultquist, Helen Jans-
son, Darlien M. Johnson, Thomas & Donna Johnson, Tim & Donna Johnson, Ynonne Johnson, Diana & Mansor Kia, Michael 
& Julie Kennon, Richard & Marlene Kennon, Dennis Killion, Leona Kuhl, James M. Landerdahl, Linda Landers, David & 
Sandy Lantz, Donald & Carolyn Lantz, Erik Larson, Eugene Larson, Kenneth Lindell, Linda Lindgren, Dirk Lindner, Richard 
& Judy Lovitt, Mike & Gaye Lundgren, Peter Lundholm, Charles & Patricia Lundquist, Keith & Twyla Magneson, John Main-
quist, Leonard Mainquist, Sheila Mainquist, Neil & Marilyn Mathewson, John McCarthy, David Mollenhoff, Chris & Barbara 
Nelson, Jean Nelson, Fred & Sandie Nelson, Millie Newman, Wade & Helen Newman, Dean Olander, Richard Olenius, David 
& Christine Olson, John R. Olson, Paul & Harriet Olson, Beverly A. Palmquist, Susan & Kenneth R Petersen, Bob Peterson, 
Dan & Jo Peterson, Daryl Peterson, Don C. & Kay L. Peterson, Jeannie Peterson, Leroy Peterson, Merle & Charlotte Peter-
son, Carolyn Quist, Bob & Carolyn Ragan, Kyle & Jenna Ramsey, Red Oak Chrysler Inc., Kerla Reichert, Kirk and Garnet 
Requist, Mons Roll, Harold & LaDonna Rossander, Robert & Sandy Rossander, Steve & Stephanie Schaben, John Schultz, 
John Sellergren, Stephen Sellergren, Faith & William Sherman, John C. & Nancy Slump, Thomas & Linda Snyder, Janice 
Stanley, Charlotte Stasko, Kenneth C. Swift, Mari Tischenko, Barbara Tornholm, Ruth & Dale Vander Schaaf, Mary Ann 
Vanderholm, Vicky Walters, Mary Watson, Gerald & Joanne Wegler, Martha Wenstrand, Peter Wenstrand, Wendell Westen-
burg, C. Randall Wilson, Linda & Larry Wodarski, Sara Worm.                                                                                               
2018 Memorials (January-August):  Iola Anderson in memory of John W. Carlson; Jack & Pauline Bisbee in memory of Nor-
ma (Boyer) Johnson; Ellen Boydston in memory of John Waltz, Cameron Brown Foundation in memory of Cameron Brown, 
Lavon & Martha Dahlstrom in memory of Delaine & LaVose Lundgren, Donna Epstein & Monte Peterson in memory of Alvin 
& Marveline Peterson, John B. Gabrielson in memory of Mabel Marie Burke Gabrielson, Kent & Sharon Goldsmith in 
memory of Lilian Weseen Lewis, Gary Goodmote in memory of Sherie Goodmote Wistrom, Jolene Goodsell in memory of Jim 
Palmquist, Bonnie Erickson Hanson in memory of Daryl, Wesley & Gladys Erickson, Maynard & Anne Hogberg in memory of 
Gordon & Francis Hogberg, Daniel & Jane Lantz in memory of Levi & Dorothy Lantz, Donald & Carolyn Lantz in memory of 
Jerry Wegler, Paul E Lass in memory of Louise Hart, David Mollenhoff in memory of Vincent & Jane Mollenhoff, Millie New-
man in memory of Jerry Wegler, Harriet & Paul Olson in memory of Cal Hultman, Reta Ralph in memory of Andrew M. & 
Anna Louisa Swanson, Mons Roll in memory of Janis & Donald Peterson,Kirk & Garnet Requist in memory of Jerry Wegler, 
John Sholeen in memory of  Dave & Dorothy Sholeen, Christine Sleight in memory of Rev. Dr. Francis & Marian Johnson, 
Penny Smith in memory of Elva Ossian Smith, Pam Olson Vennerberg in memory of Vaughn Vennerberg, Gerald & Joanne 
Wegler in memory of John W. Carlson, Brad & Becky Wright in memory of Art & Marcella Jacobson.  
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