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Congratulations to 2021 Santa Lucia Queen Allie Sandin! Her court was the following:
(back row, from left) Cameron Sallach, Jenna Stephens, Marleigh Johnson, Abby Burke, Queen Allie
Sandin, Ashley Henneman, Addison Olson, April Vanderholm, Slade Graham, (front row, left) Hadlee

Hoyt, Beckem Focht, J.'T. Dreyer, Madison Ramsey.




Unknown or Forgotten History...

In the late 1920s or early 1930s, Peter J. Larmon wrote some of
his life memories in a journal. It was lost in an attic for 40-or-so
years until (son) Russel Larmon’s wife Kitty found it and
transcribed it. The following is a paraphrase of those accounts.

Peter begins, “This little book is purely one of personal
reminiscence. | take the privilege and the pleasure of
writing these recollections for my descendants to have
after | am gone.

“l was born March 1, 1848 in Vastra Vram Parish, Sweden
and landed in this country, July 3, 1865. | was six weeks on
the ocean and didn’t get sick except when the ocean was
rough. | came with an uncle and aunt Akey Peterson to
Hess, lllinois. There, | met another aunt and uncle.

“l went to work for an American family by the name of
McDill. I got $12 per month. | worked in the harvest field
but was not old enough to make full hand. | stayed with
this family for about 7 years. | went to school in the
winter. | worked for my board and had to do a good deal
—get up at 5 in the morning, feed the stock, milk cows,
chop wood. | had about a mile to walk to school often
times through snow drifts. My health was good.

“In 1872, | came to lowa and bought 80 acres of land. |
farmed one year. | hauled corn to Red Oak and Stanton
and sold it for 11 cents per bushel. After paying for my
board there was but little left so | got discouraged with
farming. | went to Red Oak and clerked in a grocery store
for about a year. | went into the grocery business myself
with a partner but did not think it was a paying
proposition. So | went from Red Oak to Omaha and
worked in a store there for a while.

“l had heard much about California. | did not go there to
dig gold but went with 3-or-4 other fellows. We were
looking on the bright side of life. We went to San
Francisco and were disappointed. The money we had
soon went, and my comrades scattered. | got a job as an
extra conductor on the street cars but only worked if the
regular conductor didn't show up. | went (as a volunteer)
to the car barn to help put the cars in place. The
employee who did that work said he could pay me
nothing but | made up my mind there would be
something to it. Anyway, the assistant superintendent saw

me working there every evening. It was not long before
one fellow was discharged, and the superintendent put
me on fulltime. There were 8-or-10 ahead of me on the
list who complained, but it didn’t do them any good. |
stayed on the car for 3-4 months without a day’s rest or
layoff for fear | might lose it if | did. | worked there for 2
years. Of course | would rest a day say every two weeks.
| made about $75 per month. After 2 years | had a nice
bunch of money as | spent very little of it. | quit my job
and went back to Red Oak.

“I thought | would visit my father and mother in Sweden
as they were both living. When | got there | could not
make them believe | was their boy, but | got my supper. |
was tired that night. | went to bed and think father and
mother did not sleep all night. Father said to me “we
have very little money in the house but will keep you all
night. But, you don'’t look like the picture you sent us
from America when you first came there.” | had been
away for 17 years. The next morning after breakfast they
seemed so uneasy they didn’t know whether to be happy
or unhappy. | showed mother a scar on my right hand
where | burned it on a hot stove when | was a small boy.
She remembered, but father didn’t. He did remember
that | had fallen into the well. | had them both satisfied.
Well, | came back to America.

“A banker by the name of Moore took a fancy to me. He
wanted me in his bank, Valley National Bank. | refused
at first. | told him my education was limited. | did not
consider myself a drawing card for the bank, but he kept
after me till | consented. It did not take me long to see
that | was a good reader of human nature though | made
mistakes.

“In 1883, | had two opportunities to go into the banking
business on my own, one in Stanton and the other in
Omaha. They were very angry at me when | turned them
down. | thought someone overestimated my abilities. But,
deep in his heart, the banker Moore had a tender spot for
me and furnished me the money to start my own bank in
Stanton.




“So | went to Stanton in 1882 and started a bank called
the Farmers Exchange Bank. It was hard work and an
uphill climb as the people at that time were all poor.
Many of them came direct from Sweden and settled
around Stanton. They bought their land from the
railroad company on contract for $7-15 per acre. Stanton
was a good shipping point for grain and stock. But, as
time went on things got better. | built a new bank of brick
which is now used as a jewelry store.

“l was in the banking business in Stanton for about 15
years and probably would have been there yet but on
account of failing health had to sell out.”

+++++

Pehr (Peter) was born in Vastra Vram Parish,
Kristianstads ldin, Sweden, to Jéns Larsson (1816-1885) and
Hanna Andersdotter (1815-1890). Pehr had one sister, Elsa.
In 1885, Peter and Hilma Sophia Peterson were married in
Omaha at the Paxton Hotel, Dec. 31, 1885. They had 5
children - Irene, Lee, Sigurd, Park and Russel. Peter died
in 1932; Sophia in 1934. Sigurd was in Stanton 52 years ago
for the town s 100 year centennial celebration.

The Farmers Exchange Bank began in 1882. Peter retired
in 1897 because of health problems. He gave money to the
Stanton school ($5,000) and Red Oak school (1,500) “to
help a poor man’s boy.” Peter and Sophia’s daughter
Irene (married name was Brown) is the source of the
Larmon-Brown scholarship given to a Stanton High
School graduate.

The below photo shows what Stanton might have looked
like when P.J. Larmon lived here.
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The Swedish Heritage & Cultural
Center’s 2022 Annual Meeting

will be Saturday, April 23. 2 pm at SHCC (old high school)
in Stanton.

Welcome, Beautiful May! The sksna Maj

singers will again be called upon to bring a cappella male
voices to the streets of Stanton as May arrives! If you'd
like to learn this song, come sing with us. We'll meet at the
Swedish History and Cultural Center, (Old High School)
April 30, 6:45 pm for rehearsal before singing on the
streets of Stanton. If you'd like more information, call or
text Mike Lundgren, (712) 370-1975.
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New Swedish Heritage and
Cultural Center (SHCC) Website

A new SHCC website has been launched! This is a great
place to learn more about the SHCC. You can see photos
of displays, find hours of operation as well as admission
costs, find contact information as well as browse items that
are for sale in the gift shop, find links to the Roots in
Sweden project and learn how you can become a
member. There are also links to Stanton businesses and
local attractions.

We are working to keep the website updated with new
information so come back and visit often. Website address
is = https://www.swedishheritageandculturalcenter.org

If you have questions or would like something put on the
website, please cantact Vicky Rossander—ph. 712-829-
2185—webmaster.

If you have old photos, postcards,

newspapers, artifacts and don’t know what to do with
them, please consider bringing or sending them to us.
Perhaps the things you have will help fill-in the missing
gaps in our records. We have a lot of information
already, but we know there’s more out there just waiting
to be rediscovered. And, come see the records we already
have. Many families have given us a copy of their family
history. Some of these are brief, some are extensive. But,
nevertheless, they are all valuable. Sometimes they seem
to come alive simply by being read and not forgotten.

The Newsletter Cover Photo isa
painting of 1970’s downtown Stanton. The name plate
reads, “In Memory of Carl Mattson.” Our thanks to his
family for sharing this remembrance.



We are all Volunteers! Many hours and

monetary gifts are given to keep SHCC “alive and kicking”.
Thank-you for your memberships, donations and time!
SHCC depends on all of us no matter if we live close by or
far away.

Swedish Meal - Now. 20, 2021

About 90 people came to the Swedish Meal at Stanton’s
community center. Thanks for your support. And, thanks to
the volunteers who helped this seasonal celebration of
cultural food happen again!

Memberships: I would like to support the Swedish

Heritage and Cultural Center with the gift named below.
Memberships and donations pay for maintenance, utility
and project expenses.

Individual membership $10

Individual and spouse membership $20
Bronze contributing membership  $50
Silver contributing membership  $100

Gold contributing membership  $200
Platinum contributing membership $500
Benefactor contributing membership $1000
Corporate contributing membership $5000

Amount:

Names to be listed as members:

Another option: Donation, Memorial or Endowment in
memory of:

Amount:

We need your info: We can reduce some of

our mailing expenses by sending newsletters to you by
email. May we have your email? If you're willing, please
include your email address when you send in your yearly
membership contribution or send a separate email to
shcc@myfmtc.com with your name and information.
Thanks!

2021 Memberships, Donations &
Memorials

Individual: Beverley Byrd, Duane DeKay, Bonnie Hanson,
Scott Horton, Sharon Horton, Tom Mooney, Nicole Smith,
Bill Spangenberg, Jan Stout, Richard Sundberg.

Individual and Spouse: Daryl & Natasha Anderson, Paula
Anderson, Stephen Anderson, Shirley Billings, Jack &
Pauline Bisbee, Ellen Boydston, Daniel Mollenhoff
Crawford, Dori Crawford, Doug & Leanna Darnold, Duane
& Janet Dinville, Sean & Jody Druivenga, Mark & Michelle
Focht, Jeanie Fritscher, John Gabrielson, Mel & Pat Gaddis,
Kent and Sharon Goldsmith, Glenn Gustafson, Knute &
Denise Hallquist, Dave & Cathy Hart, Helen Jansson,
Richard & Karol Johnson, Tim & Donna Johnson, Tom &
Donna Johnson, Phil & Lousanne Lofgren, Charles & Paticia
Lundquist, Neil & Marilyn Matthewson, Dennis & Lynn
Meier, Terry & Bonnie Miller, Matt & Becky Mills, Marta
Clark-Moffett, Savanna Moffett, Annis Jane Nelson
Williams, Carroll Nelson & Matt Tiedens, Jeremy & Sarah
Newton, Millie Newman, Jeremy & Sarah Newton, Daryl
Peterson, Dennis & Sue Peterson, Larry & Martha Peterson,
Max Peterson, Sandra Quist, Carolyn & Bob Ragan, Red
Oak Chrysler Inc., Dennis & Karen Requist, Mark Rutledge,
Dave & Julie Johnson Sellergren, Paul & Mary Swanson,
Paul Vanderholm, JoAnne Wegler, Rebecca Wright.

Bronze: Martha Beveridge, Romona Boatman, Mary
Coulman, Jennifer Edie, Greg Fisher, Jerry & Pat Gilliland,
Darwin & Miriam Hanson, Hilltop Auto Body, Howard
Honett, Earl & Janet Inks, Marvin & Sandra Kunz, Linda
Landers, Jason & Patty Lantz, Paul & Kathryn Lass, Peter
Ossian Lundholm, Sheila Mainquist, Dave & Kris McAninch,
Richard & Patricia Olenius, John R. Olson, Monte Peterson &
Donna Epstein, Stephen & Becky Peterson, Jim & Helen
Petto, Kyle & Jenna Ramsey, Kirk & Garnet Requist, Gary &
Renee Rhamy, Harold & Ladonna Rossander, Jana
Sandholm, Bob & Tasha Schenck, Bill & Faith Sherman,
John Sellergren, Linda Snyder, Gary & Linda Stanek,
Charles Swanson, Dale & Margaret Vanderholm.




Silver: Anonymous, Robert & Maurine Allen, Bruce & Krie
Anderson, Brian & Jacque Bates, Steve Bergren, Jonas Borg,
Dennis & Jennifer Burke, Suzanne Caquelin, Lavon &
Martha Dahlstrom, Wayne & Mary Donahue, Royce & Jan
Duncan, Duane & Donna Falk, Farmers Mutual Dividend,
Daryl & Anne Hallquist, Randall & Carol Hanson, Sandy
Hanson, Maynard & Anne Hogberg, Bob & Karen
Henderson, Scott & Terri Henry, Sara Hite, lvan & Bonnie
Husa, Timothy & Mimi llg, Janet Palmquist Kahnk, Michael
& Julie Kennon, Mary Lee & Dennis Killion, David & Sandy
Lantz, Leland & Mary Lou Lindberg, Dirk Lindner, Carl
Lindstrom Jr, John & Greta McCarthy, Gregg & Michelle
Messer, Chris & Barb Nelson, Fred & Sandie Nelson, Paul &
Harriet Olson, Jim Ossian, Kenneth Ossian, Ron Ossian, Bev
Palmquist, Eric & Barb Paulson, Danny & Jo Peterson, Don
C & Kay Peterson, Kenneth & Susan Peterson, Merle
Peterson, Jerry & Elizabeth Powell, Robert & Sandy
Rossander, Steve & Stephanie Schaben, Alan Schenck, Earl
& Gerry Schenck family, Alan & Mary Ann Skoog, Lois
Vanderbur.

Gold: lola Anderson, Nancy Bauer, Kevin Cabbage, Class of
1960, Kathleen Donohue, Rod & Patricia Goodemote, Allen
Hall & Deanna Hilton, Darlene Isaacson & family, Donald &
Carolyn Lantz, Mike & Gaye Lundgren, Magneson Mowing
& Snow Removal, Sheila Mainquist, Jim & Ruth Nimrod,
Bob & Lynn Peterson, Daryl Peterson, Penny Smith, Chet &
Sara Worm.

Platinum: Darlene Isaacson & family, Dick & Marlene
Kennon, Jason Lantz, Dean & Joan Olander, Daryl Peterson
& family.

Benefactor: Eugene & Paula Anderson, Gift Match
Caterpiller, Bonnie & Robert Hanson, Bob & Kathy Mean:s.

Corporate: Bob & Winnie Crawford.

Memorials: Bruce & Krie Anderson in memory of John &
Doris Carlson, Stephen Anderson in memory of Doris
Carlson, Ellen Waltz Boydston in memory of Max Isaacson,
Dennis & Jennifer Burke in memory of Velma Peterson,
Suzanne Caquelin in memory of Dwight & Jerry
Vennerberg, Bob & Winnie Crawford in memory of Dorothy
Mollenhoff Crawford, Duane DeKay in memory of Jeannie
Peterson, Family & Friends in memory of Relda Hultquist,
John Gabrielson in memory of Mabel Marie Burke
Gabrielson, Mel & Pat Gaddis in memory of Jack & Mildred
Peterson, Rod & Patricia Goodemote in memory of Beverly
A. Goodemote, Bonnie & Robert Hanson in memory of
Wesley, Gladys & Daryl Erickson, Randall Hanson in
memory of Mary Hanson, Darlene Isaacson & family in
memory of Max Henry Isaacson, Helen Jansson in memory
of (1) Roberta Nord Summers and (2) Paul Johnson, Dennis
& Mary Lee Killion in memory of Jeannie Peterson, Mike &
Gaye Lundgren in memory of Pat Eklof, Bob & Kathy
Means in memory of (1) teachers for class of 1956, (2)
deceased classmates of 1956, (3) Jeanne & Keith Peterson,
(4) Jim Wigstone and (5) Kathryn Wigstone, Gregg &

Michelle Messer in memory of Jeannie Peterson, Bob & Jean
Olander in memory of Paul Johnson, Paul & Harriet Olson
in memory of (1) Jeannie Peterson, and (2) Eugene
Anderson, Danny & Jo Peterson in memory of Jeannie
Peterson, Daryl Peterson in memory of Velma Peterson,
Dennis & Sue Peterson in memory of Velma Peterson,
Kenneth & Susan Peterson in memory of Ric & Dorothy
Peterson, Larry Peterson in memory of Leroy Peterson, Max
& Margaret Peterson in memory of Velma Peterson, Monte
Peterson & Donna Epstein in memory of Alvin & Marveline
Peterson, Kirk & Garnet Requist in memory of (1) Velma
Peterson and (2) Carolyn Allen, Gary and Renee Rhamy in
memory of (1) Howard & Mary Hanson and (2) Pat Eklof,
Jana Sandholm in memory of Leonard Sandholm, Bill &
Faith Sherman in memory of Donna Abraham, Penny
Smith in memory of Elva Ossian Smith, Lois Vanderbur in
memory of Hazel Palmquist, Chet & Sara Worm in
memory of Eugene Anderson, Rebecca Wright in memory
of Jeannie Peterson.

Memorials in memory of Mary Ann Vanderholm: Robert &
Maurine Allen, Shirley Billings, Dennis & Jennifer Burke,
Sean & Jody Druivenga, Mark & Michelle Focht, Knute &
Denise Hallquist, Sheila Mainquist, Dennis & Lynn Meier,
Matt & Becky Mills, Jeremy & Sarah Newton, Paul &
Harriet Olson, Sandra Quist, Red Oak Chrysler Inc, Kirk &
Garnet Requist, Gary & Linda Stanek, Dale Vanderholm,
Rebecca Wright.

Honorariums: Jim & Ruth Nimrod in honor of (1) Dale &
Sunny Nimrod, (2) William & Faith Sherman, (3) Stu &
Lorrie Peterson.

2022 Memberships, Donations &
Memorials

Individual: Linda Wallin.

Individual & Spouse: Bob & Becky Downs, Tim & Donna
Johnson, James & Linda Landerdahl.

Bronze: Ramona Boatman, Dale & Sonya Nimrod, Rich &
Patricia Olenius.

Silver: Wayne & Mary Donohue, David & Sandy Lantz, Phil
& Lousanne Lofgren, Dean & Joan Olander, Paul & Harriet
Olson, Donna Epstein & Monte Peterson, Robert & Sandy
Rossander, Sara & Chet Worm.

Gold: Robert & Maurine Allen.
Platinum: David Mollenhoff, Red Oak Chrysler.

Memorials: Dean & Joan Olander in memory of Enola
Peterson, Monte Peterson & Donna Epstein in memory of
Alvin & Marveline Peterson.
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